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ABSTRACT

Earth building materials have become a normal and modern choice in German building practice
and their use has risen steadily in recent years. A key reason for both these developments is that
they are regulated by rules and standards, enabling architects, engineers and artisans to use and
specify earth building materials without undue risk. These standardised building materials are now
used widely in both new construction and in conservation work.

The first set of building codes for carth building materials was published as the Lehmbau Regeln in
1998. The first series of official DIN standards on carth building materials, based on a subset of the
carlier codes, were published in 2013. The current second generation of earth building DIN
standards were published in December 2018 and revise, restructure and expand the existing norms
to cover further earth building products. Work is alrcady underway on the third generation of
standards, which will include new structural design concepts for earth block structures.

German standards for earth building materials serve as a model for standardisation work in other
countries. In France, for example, a standard for earth blocks is currently being developed based on
the corresponding German standard. It is, however, too soon to talk of the creation of uniform
European standards as too few European countries have initiated the development of regulations
for earth building materials and construction.
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